Saint Raymond Church - Small Group Member Guide
Week One – Week of November 11th, 2018
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Welcome and Ice Breaker
a. Introductions
b. Ice breaker: “What is your favorite Thanksgiving dish that you make and
others want OR that you love to eat?”
2. Opening Prayer
3. Gospel Reading
a. Gospel for Sunday 11/11/18 (32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) Mark 12:38-44.
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In the course of his teaching Jesus said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to go
around in long robes and accept greetings in the marketplaces,39 seats of honor in
synagogues, and places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour the houses of
widows and, as a pretext, recite lengthy prayers. They will receive a very severe
condemnation.” 41 He sat down opposite the treasury and observed how the crowd
put money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow
also came and put in two small coins worth a few cents. 43 Calling his disciples to
himself, he said to them, “Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all
the other contributors to the treasury. 44 For they have all contributed from their
surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole
livelihood.”
4. Quiet Reflection
5. Discussion Questions
a. What is one insight that you gained from the homily preached on this Gospel
(this morning/last Sunday)?

b. Have you ever been unhappy with your assigned seat at an event (a
wedding, birthday party, holiday meal, etc)? Why were you disappointed
and how did you handle it? How would you feel now?
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c. By giving sacrificially, the widow shows her trust in God. Can you recall an
experience when you gave (time, money or emotions) in a way that was
very difficult for you and caused you to put greater trust in God?

d. The widow in today’s Gospel represents those that are without support of
others and with limited financial resources. What can you do, or have you
done, to help those in our church or community (excluding family members)
who are lonely or disadvantaged?

e. Jesus presents the scribes (scholars of the law) as being all about
themselves. They want to be seen. They are self-absorbed. Please share
a moment when you realized that you needed to be less about you and
more about others?

6. This Week I Will……

7. Honorable Closure
a. Reminders/Announcements
b. All: Gathering of Prayer Intentions
c. Leader or Volunteer: Closing Prayer
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