Saint Raymond Church - Small Group Member Guide
Week Two – Week of November 18th, 2018
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Welcome and Ice Breaker
a. Introductions
b. Ice breaker: “What are your plans for Thanksgiving?”
2. Opening Prayer
3. Gospel Reading
a. Gospel for Sunday 11/18/18 (33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) Mark 13:24-32
24

“But in those days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in
the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in
the clouds’ with great power and glory, 27 and then he will send out the angels and
gather his elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky.
28
“Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch becomes tender and sprouts
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29In the same way, when you see these
things happening, know that he is near, at the gates. 30 Amen, I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32“But of that day or
hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
4. Quiet Reflection
5. Small Group Discussion Questions
a. What is one word or phrase that catches your attention in this Gospel?

b. We do not know the day or the hour when Jesus will return. What aspect
of your life would you change if the world we live in would end at 10pm this
evening? Is it the same or different if the timeline changed to 1 year from
now? Why or why not?

c. The fig tree reference is used as a lesson of a definitive outward sign of
things to come (the leaves tell you summer is almost here). People at times
will say that our current world situation (war, violence, division, climate
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change) may be a sign the world is coming to an end. How would you
respond to someone who thought this way?

d. Jesus tells us that we know not the hour or day of His coming. Not knowing
the future can be frightening for some people. Share a time when an
“uncertainty in your life” (with health, a job, a relationship, something else)
caused you to rely on your relationship in God and grow in faith?

e. Oftentimes earthly things like money, career, a bigger house, or a nicer car
are pursued. This Gospel reinforces that such things will come to an end.
Is it possible to pursue material goods, yet also be prepared for the coming
of Jesus? If so, how do you do it? If not, why?

6. This Week I Will……

7. Honorable Closure
a. Reminders/Announcements
b. Sharing by person who completed a new action from prior meeting
c. Gathering of Prayer Intentions
d. Closing Prayer
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